





HI STORY 1n1996, SnateB 11 590 establishedthe Gficeof Gal Halthwthinthe
Departnent of Heal thand Mental Hygiene. The Oficeof Ga Halthwas placedinstatute
inSenate B 11 590 duringthe 1998 Mryl and General Assentl y | egi sl ati ve sessi on. Based
onthislegislation the Gficeof Qa Healthis charged wth devel opi ng st at ew de oral
heal th preventi ve and educati onal strategi es, conductingoral heathsurveys of the Sate' s
schod chil dren, facilitatingthe @d Heal th Advi sory Gnmittee, and provi ding grant noni es
for the establ i shnent of oral healthprograns targetedto popul ations at highrisk for oral
d seese



Ml SSI ON  Thenissionof the Gfice of Qa Health (G istoinprovethe oral
heal th stat us of Mryl andresi dentsthroughavariety of publicora healthinitiativesand
i nterventions, characterized by afocus on heal th pronoti on and di sease prevention. G
deve gps, pronates, and advocat es st at ewde cost - ef fecti ve preverti ve and educat i ondl activities
andpoliciesthat denonstrate anddefinetherd eof ora healthas part of overa | systenic
healthand quality of life. The @Hpartners wth other Sate agencies, local health
departnent's, school s, conmuni ty agenci es, and private provi ders i n devel opi ng pal i ci es,
prograns, and activities wiichaddressthefa |l owngfive naj or areas:

® (Qal Dsease Prevention: Devel op and support scientifically provenoral health
i nterventions and pal i ci es whi ch prevent oral di seases, incl ud ng pronati on of conmoni ty
vater fluoridation, useof dental sea ants, systenic andtopi cal fluoride use, taobacco
prevention, heal theducati on, andinstructioninora hyg ene and proper d etary choi ces.

® Qrrett &Unet Oa Dsease Satus: |nprovethe current status of unnet and untreat ed
ora diseasesinMryl and popul ationsincluding early chil dhood caries, adut andchild
dental caries, andperiodontal d seases.

® (Qd Inuies: Rducethe nuniber of oral injuriesandsportsrelatedora injuriesthat
occur i n Myl and schoal chi | dren each year.

¢ (Od Gcer: Rducethenorbidity and nortal ity associ atedwthoral cancer inMryl and
res certs.

®  Qecia Ropulation Goups: | nprove access toora heal th care treatnent, preventive
and educat i onal servi ces and resour ces for under served and uni nsured Myl and

popul ati ons.






MARYLAND DENT- CARE LOAN ASSI STANCE REPAYMENT PROGRAM

1N 2000, the Mryl and General Assentdl y creat ed a newl can repaynent programfor dentists
entitledthe Maryl and Dent - Gar e Loan Assi st ance Repaynent Progr am( MG LARP). The
purpose of the MDG LARPi s toincreasethe nunter of dentists provid ngora heal th servi ces
to Maryl and Medi cal Assi st ance Program(MVAP) reci pi ents. Each year five Mryl and
detistsaresd ectedtoparticipateintheprogranfor aperiodd threeyears (for atad of 15
dentistsinthe programat any oneting). The dentists sel ectedtothe programrecei ve
$99,000 i n educat i onal | can repaynent over thethree-year period. Inreturnfor theloan
repaynent, dentists conmt toprovideat | east 30 percent of their total patient servicesto
the MAPreci pi ent popul ation per year. MIGLARPdentists practice statew de and provi de
conpr ehensi ve oral heal th servi ces to MPreci pi ent s.

QGHin partnershipw th the Mryl and H gher Educat i on Gonmi ssi on admini sters this
program GHnonitors partici pants on a nont hl y basi s t o ensure conpl i ance w t h program
goals, cdlectsall applications, convenesthereviewpane , pronotes the program gat hers
feedback fromavard reci pients, conductsinitial andyearly sitevisits, and provi des an
orientationfor newprogramparti ci pants.

DENTAL HEALTH PROFESSI ONAL SHORTACGE AREAS

Cental Heal th Arof essi onal Shortage Aeas (HPSAs) arefederal |y desi gnat ed areas that have
shortages of dentists andnay beurbanor rural areas, popul ationgroups or ned cal or ot her
publicfacilities. Theprinaryintent of the Dental HPSAdesi gnationi s to encouragethe
pl acenent of dentistsinareasthat |ack sufficient dental personnel. Alental HPSAcan be
adistinct geographi c area (such as acounty), aspecific popul ationgroupwthinthe area
(suchasthel owincong), or aspecificpudicor nonprofit facility (suchasaprison).

The Gficeof @al Healthpartnerswththe Gficeof Prinary Greand Rural Healthin
designatingregions of thestatethat have ashortage of dental providers as Dental Health
P of essi onal Shortage Areas (HSY). The GMHcontinuestoaddtothis|ist andappliesfor
re-designati onof theseareas every three years.






MARYLAND ORAL CANCER
PREVENTI ON AND EDUCATI ON | NI TI ATI VE

Thisnol ti -faceted programest ad i shed i n 200l ncorporatesthefd lowng &) tra ni ng prograns
for healthcareproviderstoscreenandrefer patientswthora cancers; b) pubd i c education
prograns about oral cancer preventionandthe needtorecei ve anora cancer examnati on;
and ¢) pronotion of snoki ng cessati on prograns.

Qal Gancer Burdenin Mryl and

& Mrylandranks eighthinthe nationfor deaths fromoral cancer.

€ Arican Avericannal esinMryl and have t he si xth hi ghest deathrateinthe nation
fromora cancer.

€ /Accordingtothe 2002 Qurvey of Myl and Adult’ s Know edge of O al Gancer:
-- 42%0f Mryl and adul ts surveyed report ed ever havi ng had an oral cancer exam
-- 73%of Mryl and adul t s surveyed had never heard of atest or examfor oral cancer;

-- 7T1%of Myl and adul ts surveyed who had ever had an oral cancer exam hadtheir
oral cancer examperforned by a denti st.

Reduce Oal Gancer Mrtality Gants

The @al Gancer Rreventionand Educationlnitiativeisinpl enented by | ocal heal th
departnents wth fundi ng fromGH GOHprovi des t echni cal assi st ance and gui dance
tothecoutiesandidentifiesbest practicesthat havethepotentia toberepicated
statewde

Satewde Rublic Rel ati ons Ganpai gn

¢ (Oa Gancer Anareness Vigek -- (June) During thi s week GMHsponsors publ i ¢ servi ce
annoucenent s and provi des support tolocal heal th departnents inpronotingthe
i nportance of adul ts havi ng an annual oral cancer exam

¢ Mryland @a Gancer Vebsite (vwwvnaryl and-oral cancer. org) -- Theoral cancer website
providesinfornati onfor heal thcare provi ders andthe pudl i c.







ORAL HEALTH AND CHI LD HEALTH

Qa healthisanintegral conponent of overall health. The nedi cal consequences of
poor oral healthincludeinfection, pain, andinpairedeatingabilitythat | eadto poor
nutritional status. Inaddtiontothese physica affects, poor ora hedthcanleadto
speechd fficuties, unpl easant appearance affectingsel f-esteem andaninabilityto
concentrate duetopain. For childrenthis painnegativelyinpactstheir readinesstol earn
and productivity inschod .

Guild Qal HalthSatusinMryl and
¢ Hghlights of the 2000 - 2001 Qurvey of the Gal Health Satus of Mryl and School
Chi | dren shoved:
-- 42%of all children (K 39 9" 10" grade) had unt reat ed decay;
-- 53%of childreninK ndergartenand 39 grade had untreated decay intheir
prinaryteeth;
-- The Eastern Shore had t he hi ghest percent age of untreated denta decay (54%
followed by the Gntral Bal tinore regi on (48%.

Had Sart, WCand @al Health

Inaneffort tointegrateora heal th nessagesintoexistingprograns the @fice partners
wthMryland Sate Had Sart, Gfice of the Mryl and WCH ogramand | ocal oral
heal th prograns. Aseries of four | essonplans for Head Sart and WCinstructors are
avai | abletoeducatechildrenandthei r parents/ caregi vers about theinportance or ora
hed th




CRAL | NJURY PREVENTI ON

S nce 1996, GHhas avar ded conpetitive grantstol ocal heal t h depart nents t o devel op
conmuni ty based and school based preveti ve, treat nent and educati on and out r each
progans for ora hea th.

® QinicMsits: Local healthdepartnents that provi de conprehensi ve denta careare
often one of the fewprovi ders of Mdicaiddenta servicesinthe r county and
typicalytreat children. Twocountieshaveinstitutedadut dental prograns by
vworkingwthprivate dentistsinthe r countiestoestadlishreduced fees.

@ Sal ant's: Approxi nat el y 3,500 chi | dren each year recei ve pit-and-fi ssure sea ant's
through school based seal ant prograns organi zed and i npl enent ed by | ocal heal th

departnents. Thenaj ority of school seal ant prograns target second graders si nce
thefirst pernanent nol ars appear around t he age of si x.

¢ Huoride R nse/ Tabl et's: Local heal th depart nents part ner wth schoal s and

conmuni ty prograns to i npl enent fluoriderinse andtabl et prograns t o school
aged chi | dren.

€ onmuni ty Educati on: Mre than 9, 500 chi | dren each year recei ve oral heal th
educationthroughlocal health departnents. Inaddition, | ocal heal th depart nent
dental staff educate WCclients andstaff, Head Sart chil dren, nigrant conmuni ties
andinteract wthother [ ocal parent organi zations to pronat e good oral hea th.






COMMUNI TY WATER FLUORI DATI ON

Resear ch has repeat ed y shown 1 uori dati on of publicwater suppliesisoneof the safest
and nost ef f ecti ve ways t o reduce the i nci dence of dental decay for al conmunity
residents. The Gficeof Qa Healthworksinpartnershipwthloca conmunitiesto
pronot e conmuni ty wat er fluoridation. S nce 1996, ten conmuni ties have reci eved
conmuni ty water fluoridationgrants. Gurrently, nore than 92%of community wat er
systens i n Myl and are fl uori dat ed exceedi ng t he Heal t hy Reopl e 2010 obj ect i ve of

75%



PARTNERSHI PS

The Gficeof @a Healthpartnerswthavariety of Sate andl oca agenci es and | ocal
coditionstoinpoveord heath. Thefdlownglistingisjust sone of the organi zati ons
the GHpartners wt h:

Eastern Shore @a Gancer @alition

Qvernor’ s @ficeof Gildren, Youthand Famlies

Mrryl and Associ ation of Gunty and Gty Dental Rublic Health Gficia s
Mryl and Acadeny of General Dentistry
Mrryl and Acadeny of Pediatric Dentistry
Mryl and Board of Dental Examners

Mryl and Breast feedi ng Gal i ti on

Mryl and Center for Gancer Survel | | ance
Mryl and Genter for Miternal and Child Heal th
Mryl and Cental Soci ety

Mryl and Foundat i on of Dentistry for the Handi capped
Mryl and S at e Depart nent of Educat i on

Myl and Depart nent of t he Envi r onnent
Mryl and Head S art

Miryl and H gher Educat i on Gonmi ssi on

Myl and Medi cal Assi st ance Prograns

Mryl and S ate Dental Associ ati on
MdAlanticPANDA (Pevent Abuse and Negl ect through Bental Anareness) alition
Oficeof Rinary Greand Rral Health

afice of the Mryl and WCH ogram

Qal Heatl h Advi sory Gonmitt ee

Lhiversity of Mryland Baltinore @l | ege of Dental Surgery



OFFI CE OF ORAL HEALTH

Fam |y Heal th Admani stration
Maryl and Depart nent of Heal th and Mental Hygi ene

Governor, Robert L. Brlich, Jr. ¢ Lt. Gwvernor, Mchael S Seele ¢ Secretary, Nel sonJ. Sabati ni

Oficeof @a Hath
200 W RestonSreet, 3rdH.
Bal ti more, MD 21201
Phone: 410- 767- 5300
ww fha state. nal. us/oral heal th

The services andfacilities of the Mryl and Depart nent of Heal th and Mnta Hygi ene (CHVH
areoperated onanond scrimnatory besis. Thispdicy prohibits d scrininati ononthebasis
of race, color, sex, or national originandappliestothe provisions of enpl oynent and
granti ng of advantages, privil eges and acconmodat i ons.

The Cepartnent, i nconpliancewththe AnericanswthDsabilities Act, ensuresthat quali-
fiedind vidual swthd sabilitiesareg venanopportunitytoparticipateinandbenefit from
CHVHser vi ces, benefits, and enpl oynent opportuniti es.



